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European Tender nr 05012015, commissioned on behalf of ARCNL.
List of Definitions

For the purposes of this Descriptive Document or any document which forms an intrinsic part of the Descriptive Document, the definitions set out in this list shall apply.
1. Combine: A group of Economic Operators
2. Contracting authority: ARCNL
3. Days: Calendar days
4. Descriptive Document: A document which set out the Public contract, the Contracting authority, the procedure as well as the minimum requirements and criteria on which the contracting authorities shall base the award of public contracts.

5. Open procedure: The procedure whereby any interested Economic operator may submit a Tender.


6. Public contract: The purchase of the tendered goods commissioned by (or on behalf of) ARCNL


7. Supplier: Any natural or legal person or public entity or group of such persons and/or bodies which offers on the market, respectively, the execution of works and/or a work, products or services.
8. Tender: The detailed proposal submitted by the Tenderer. 

9. Tenderer: An Economic operator who has submitted a tender.
10. Working hours: Working days from 09.00 am till 05.00 pm  CET.

11. Working days:  Calendar days on which the agreed activities will be performed, except for weekends, official Dutch national public holidays. See also ‘Working hours’.

12. Written or In Writing: Any expression consisting of words or figures which can be read, reproduced and subsequently communicated. It may include information which is transmitted and stored by electronic means.
Descriptive Document
1. Scope of the tender

This document defines the technical requirements for the procurement of a Femtosecond laser.  
The 7 fs pulses will be used for the generation of ultrabroadband THz pulses. For different experiments the output of the amplified Ti:sapphire laser will be used directly for the optical excitation and probing of carrier dynamics in metals.

2. General information about the tendering procedure 

Article 2.1. Open procedure

2.1.1 The contract is to be tendered according to the open procedure set out in “de Aanbestedingswet 2012” 
2.1.2 The contract notice has been duly announced in the Supplement to the Official Journal of the European Union at http://ted.europa.eu, on 05-01-2015. 


Article 2.2. Award of contract

2.2.1 The award of the Public Contract by the Contracting Authority shall be based on the lowest price
2.2.2 The Contracting Authority shall as quickly as possible inform any unsuccessful Tenderer of the reasons for the rejection of his tender. 

2.2.3 The Contracting Authority expressly reserves the right not to award any contract proposed in this Descriptive Document or to award only part or parts of the proposed product and or services.
 
3. Requirements for Tenderers

Article 3.1. Introduction 

3.1.1 The subject of this Tender is the delivery by the Supplier of the following:

The procurement of a femtosecond laser
3.1.2 The Contracting Authority invites you to tender for the supply of the required equipment and additional services as listed this Descriptive Document herein as an initial requirement.
Article 3.2. General information: correspondence and contact

3.2.1 All correspondence relating to this tender procedure should be addressed to:

ARCNL
Science Park 104 
1098 XG Amsterdam
The Netherlands

Att. Mr. P. Planken
Please state reference: 01052015PP
3.2.2 All communications sent by post must bear the correct postage. Any item for which the recipient is required to pay additional charges will be refused. 

Article 3.3. Submission of Tenders

3.3.1 Tenders must be in the possession of ARCNL at the following address:
ARCNL
Science Park 104 
1098 XG Amsterdam

The Netherlands

Att. Mr. P. Planken

no later than 13.00 p.m. CET 19-02-2015
Where the relevant documents are submitted in person, the tendering party must ensure that the Confirmation of Receipt (Appendix G) is completed in full by a member of the ARCNL staff. 

NB: Tenders which are submitted after the above mentioned deadline will be rejected!

3.3.2 The Contracting Authority may, at its discretion, extend the closing date for the submission of Tenders by amending the Tender Documents at any time and for any reason, whether it at its own initiative or in response to clarification(s) requested by prospective Tenderer(s) and to modify the Tender Documents by amendment. 
All rights and obligations of the Tender dossier previously subject to the closing date to obtain bids will thereafter be subject to the new closing date for submission of bids as extended.
3.3.3 The written Tender (hard copy) must be submitted in duplicate. 

3.3.4 In order to facilitate the evaluation of the Tenders received, you are requested to submit a copy of your tender digitally (eg. a USB memory stick), along with the written copies (hard copies). If the digital copy deviates from the written copy, the written copy prevails.
3.3.5 The Tender (including the completed prequalification form and all required supporting documents) should be submitted in a sealed envelope or package. 

3.3.6 The envelope/package containing your Tender should bear the following: 

Project: Tender femtosecond laser
The envelope/package should also include the following statement:
 
DO NOT OPEN BEFORE THE TENDER OPENING SESSION ON 19-02-2015
3.3.7 Tenders received by e-mail or fax will not be accepted.

3.3.8 Economic Operators have a choice to submit the Tender as a single party or as a group of Economic Operators. 

Article 3.4. Requirements for the contents of the Tender 

3.4.1 All monetary amounts must be stated in Euro, excluding Value Added Tax. 

3.4.2 When a monetary amount is written down in numbers as well as in characters, the monetary amount written down in characters prevails, if both amounts do not correspond to each other.

3.4.3 The Tender must be accompanied by a complete and correct ‘formself-declarationcontractingauthorities’ form (Appendix A), together with all requested information and enclosures. 

3.4.4 The Tender must be duly signed by an authorized officer of the company concerned. Proof of this person’s entitlement to sign such documents should be provided, preferably by means of a copy of the relevant entry in the trade or professional register (according to the legislative requirements in place in the country in which the applicant has registered offices), or by a duly completed Power of Attorney, dated no more than six months prior to the time-limit for receipt of Tenders. 
3.4.5 All enclosures must be numbered according to the sequence used in the prequalification form. Each enclosure must also be clearly marked to indicate the question(s) to which it relates. 
3.4.6 The Tender must be irrevocable. Invalid is a revocable Tender. 

3.4.7 The Minimum time frame during which the Tenderer must maintain the Tender is 90 days. On first written request Tenderer must extend this period with a time frame of another 90 days.
3.4.8 The Contracting Authority reserves the right to ascertain the accuracy of all information provided. 
3.4.9 The tender opening session will be open for a maximum of two representatives per Tenderer.
Article 3.5. Partnerships, combines and consortia 
3.5.1 A group of Economic Operators may submit a Tender.  
3.5.2 Where a Tender is submitted by a group of Economic Operators, the Tenderer must state whether the parties intend to work as an (equal) partnership or combine, or whether there is to be a contractor/sub-contractor relationship. 

3.5.3 Where the intention is to form a combine or consortium, Economic Operators’ attention is drawn to the following: 

If submitting a Tender as a combine or consortium, the information relating to the following must be provided by each member of the combine or consortium, with each providing the relevant supporting documentation: 

· Exclusion criteria .

· Enrolment of professional or trade register, dated no more than six months prior to the time-limit for receipt of Tenders.

· Financial data.

· Declaration of ‘no objection ‘.

All other questions should be answered by the combine or consortium as a whole.
Article 3.6. Conditions for opening Tenders 

3.6.1 The Tenders will be opened at 13.05 pm CET) on 19-02-2015


3.6.2 Persons authorised to be present at the opening of Tenders: a maximum of two representatives per Tenderer.


3.6.3 During the opening prices will not be read aloud.
3.6.4 No changes with respect to the content of the Tender will be accepted, after opening the Tenders.

Article 3.7. Information about the Tender 

3.7.1 All requests for supplementary information or clarification of this document should be submitted in writing (by post, fax or e-mail to planken@arcnl.nl). Your written request must be received no later than 16.00 pm CET on 19-01-2015, and should be marked for the attention of the contact person listed in Article 3.2 above. It should also clearly state the relevant Tender, together with your return address, fax number and/or e-mail address. 

	NB: Tenderers who attempt to acquire information by any means other than through the duly appointed contact person will be disqualified from further participation in the tender procedure.




3.7.2 Any comments on the draft contract (Appendix D ) can be made only within the set period for questions. Any comments submitted later will not be accepted.
The Tenderer must state agreement or otherwise for each article he disagrees with give a comment. The Tenderer may if desired make a suggestion regarding an article with which he agrees in principle, in which case a textual suggestion may be entered. If the Tenderer does not agree with an article, a proposed text must be entered.
Any amendments in response to submitted suggestions will be incorporated in the ‘Memorandum of Information’. No additional changes will be made to the final draft contract produced as above, which is binding on the Tenderer.


3.7.3 Information provided orally is void. All queries will be answered In Writing and will be included in a ‘Memorandum of Information’ which will be forwarded to all Tenderers. All such memoranda form an intrinsic part of the Descriptive Document. 

3.7.4 If a Tenderer considers that there is good reason for a particular question to be answered in confidence, he should expressly state this when submitting that question. If, having taken all parties’ interests into consideration, the Contracting Authority concludes that the answer to the question can not reasonably be withheld from the other Tenderers, the Tenderer submitting the question will be informed accordingly. If this Tenderer still does not wish the information to be shared with others, the Contracting Authority reserves the right to decline answering the question altogether. 

Article 3.8. Additional documentation and information

3.8.1 The Contracting Authority may invite Tenderers to supplement or clarify the certificates.

Article 3.9. Language
3.9.1 The Tender and all further communication and correspondence must be in English. Supporting documents and printed literature provided by the Tenderer may be either in English or Dutch or in another language provided it is accompanied by an official translation of the relevant passages in the English or Dutch language, in which case, for purposes of interpretation of the Tender, the translation shall prevail. Any errors or omissions in the above mentioned translation will be the sole liability of the Tenderer. 

Article 3.10. Costs

3.10.1 This Descriptive Document is provided to Economic Operators free of charge. No reimbursement will be made in respect of the costs of acquiring or producing the required documents, nor for any costs incurred further to the cancellation of the tendering procedure. 

Article 3.11. Disqualification

3.11.1 The Contracting Authority reserves the right to disqualify Tenderers from (further) participation in the tender process where: 

-
Tenders have not been submitted in accordance with the stated requirements (see Article 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5 and Appendix C or does not fulfil the minimum requirements stated in Chapter 7 en chapter 1.2.7. )

-
The Tender is subject to any caveat or condition.

-
Any attempt is made to acquire information about the tender other than through the duly appointed contact person. 
-
The reference project submitted by the Candidate does not meet the requirements described in Model 2.

Article 3.12. Suspension or termination of the tender procedure
 

3.12.1 The Contracting Authority expressly reserves the right to suspend or terminate all or any part of the tender procedure at any time. 
3.12.2 Cancellation of a Tender may occur when:
-
The tender procedure has been unsuccessful, i.e. no qualitatively or 

financially worthwhile tender has been received or there is no response at all;
-
The economic or technical data of the project has been fundamentally altered;
-
Exceptional circumstances or force majeure render normal performance of the
contract impossible;
-
All technically compliant tenders exceed the financial resources available.
-
There have been irregularities in the procedure, in particular where these
have 
prevented fair competition. 
3.12.3 In the event of cancellation of the Tender procedure, Tenderers will be notified of the cancellation by the Contracting Authority. If the Tender procedure is cancelled before the outer envelope of any Tender has been opened, the unopened and sealed envelopes will be returned to the Tenderers.
Article 3.13. Errors and omissions 

3.13.1 The Contracting Authority does not accept any liability for errors or omissions in the text of this Descriptive Document or any document which forms an intrinsic part of the Descriptive Document. If any error or omission is discovered, it must be reported immediately to the address, fax number or e-mail address stated in Article 4.2, stating the relevant tender reference.
3.13.2 By submitting a Tender, the Tenderer unconditionally accepts the content of this Descriptive Document or any document which forms an intrinsic part of the Descriptive Document. By submitting a Tender, the Tenderer loses his right to object later on to any error or omission discovered in the text of this Descriptive Document or any document which form an intrinsic part of the Descriptive Document.

Article 3.14. Lodging of appeals 

3.14.1 The Contracting Authority will incorporate a minimum fifteen (20) calendar day standstill period commencing the day the announcement of contract award is communicated to Tenderers. The purpose of the standstill period referred to above is to allow parties to apply to the courts to set aside the award decision before the contract is entered into. In this event, the Tenderer should notify the Contracting Authority of its intention, in writing and stating full details, within fifteen (20) days of the date stated in the letter of notification, and should enclose the (pro forma) summons. By submitting a Tender, all Tenderers expressly accept this fifteen (20) day limitation. All such disputes are to be placed before the District Court of Amsterdam, having sole jurisdiction in all matters relating to the tender procedure. The commencement of legal proceedings will not result in the suspension of (the remainder of) the tendering procedure. 

	NB: IN THE EVENT OF NON-COMPLIANCE WITH ANY OF THE REQUIREMENTS, THE TENDERER MAY BE DISQUALIFIED FROM THE REMAINDER OF THE TENDERING PROCEDURE. 


4. Awarding criteria and rules

Article 4.1. Evaluation procedure

4.1.1 The Tenders will be assessed and examined as described below, after opening the Tenders.
Step 1 Verification of the completeness of the Tender
The Contracting Authority verifies whether the Tender received is complete. The Contracting Authority expressly reserves the right to invite Tenderers to supplement or clarify their Tender.  

Tenderers are obliged to give notice to this invitation within 7 Days. The Contracting Authority reserves the right to disqualify Tenderers from (further) participation in the tender process, where the Tenderer has not (in time) complied with the request for information.

Step 2 Non-conformance review 
The Contracting Authority verifies whether the Tender complies with all the requirements and conditions as described in Appendix A and Chapter 7. The conception ‘Non-conformance’ applies to the Tender which does not meet the mentioned requirements and conditions. The Contracting Authority reserves the right to disqualify Tenderers from (further) participation in the tender process, where the Tender does not comply with the minimum requirements.

Step 3 Acceptance of the contract 

The Contracting Authority verifies whether the Tenderer unconditionally accepts the contract shown in Appendix D and the General Conditions of Purchase in Appendix E.  The Contracting Authority reserves the right to disqualify Tenderers from (further) participation in the tender process, where the Tenderer does not unconditionally accept the contract and the general conditions of purchase
Step 4 Verification of the suitability of Tenderers

The minimum requirements must be met in full by all Tenderers. These requirements are further elaborated by means of the prequalification form. Any Tenderer failing to meet one or more of these requirements will not be eligible for the award of the contract. 

Step 5 Evaluation of the Tenders in accordance with the award criteria set 
The award of the Public Contract shall be made to the Tenderer which offers the lowest price. 
Article 4.2. Awarding criteria

4.2.1 The award of the Public Contract shall be made to the Tenderer which offers the lowest price
Article 4.3.  Prices and rates

4.3.1 In order to determine the lowest price of the Tender, the Contracting Authority will take into account the prices and rates as filled in Appendix F, 

5. Other points for attention 

Article 5.1. Reservations

5.1.1 In order to be considered Tenderers must answer all questions and must provide all requested information to accompany the Tender. 

5.1.2 The Contracting Authority reserves the right to exclude from consideration any document which does not meet the requirements of the tendering procedure, and/or is incomplete or inaccurate. 
Article 5.2. Confidentiality 

5.2.1 This document, including all appendices and any other documentation issued by or on behalf of the Contracting Authority in connection with the Tender, must be treated in the strictest confidence and divulged only to those members of staff who have a ‘need to know’. No information may be divulged to third parties in any form or at any time. These requirements extend beyond the tendering procedure itself and apply equally to those Tenderers who are not awarded the contract. All information provided by Tenderers to the Contracting Authority will also be treated in the strictest confidence. 

Article 5.3. Internal documents
 

5.3.1 The Contracting Authority is not obliged to make available any internal (tender-related) documents, including advisory reports concerning the assessment procedure. 

Article 5.4. Ethics Clauses 

5.4.1 Any attempt by a candidate or Tenderer to obtain confidential information, enter into unlawful agreements with competitors or influence the committee or the Contracting Authority during the process of examining, clarifying, evaluating and comparing tenders will lead to the rejection of its candidacy or tender and may result in administrative penalties.

Article 5.5. Applicable law
 

5.5.1 All agreements and obligations further to or connected with this tendering procedure are governed by Dutch law. The act of submitting a Tender implies express acceptance of this condition. 

Article 5.6. Jurisdiction 

5.6.1 All disputes further to or connected with this tendering procedure will fall within the jurisdiction of the District Court of Amsterdam. The act of submitting a Tender implies express acceptance of this condition. 

6. Provisional schedule for the tendering procedure 

Article 6.1. The provisional schedule for the tender is as follows: 

	Activity
	Date

	Contract notice
	05-01-2015

	Deadline for request for information
	19-01-2015

	Memorandum of Information
	26-01-2015

	Deadline for submitting Tenders
	19-02-2015

	Evaluation
	05-03-2015

	Announcement of contract award
	06-03-2015

	Deadline for appeals / objections
	27-03-2015

	Confirmation of contract award
	28-03-2015


	NB: Tenderers shall be aware with the exception of the dates which comply with mandatory timescales required by the Directive all dates in this Descriptive Document are estimates only and the Contracting Authority reserves the right to alter the Tender Timetable at its discretion. No rights may be inferred. Where any part of the procedure is subject to delay or postponement, this delay will be carried over to the remainder of the procedure.


7. Requirements
General

Femtosecond laser, pumping a hollow gas-filled fiber for spectral broadening of the pump pulse followed by pulse compression to a 7 fs pulse. The 7 fs pulses will be used for the generation of ultrabroadband THz pulses. For different experiments the output of the amplified Ti:sapphire laser will be used directly for the optical excitation and probing of carrier dynamics in metals.

Requirements:

7.1. Repetition rate: 1 kHz
7.2. Pulse energy after compression: 3 mJ, measured during installation
7.3. Central wavelength 790±10 nm, measured during installation

7.4. Spectral bandwidth: > 50 nm FWHM, measured during installation

7.5. Pulse duration <20 fs, measured during installation

7.6. Pulse energy noise: < 1.5% rms over 1000 shots, measured during installation

7.7. Main pulse to amplified spontaneous emission pre-pulse (ASE) background contrast in the picosecond range: >109 , evidence of which must be provided by manufacturer. 

7.8. Seed laser oscillator: average power > 400 mW  of which 20 %  (80 mW) is split off (to be used as synchronized probe pulse with 1 kHz pulses) and dispersion compensated for propagation through air to allow temporal overlap with amplified pump pulse. Dispersion compensation must be equivalent to the air path in the amplifier plus 4  meters. Pulse duration of the 20 % dispersion compensated probe: <10 fs

7.9. Two additional electronic triggers with sub-nanosecond jitter with respect to trigger for amplifier Pockels cell must be provided, giving adjustable delay from -30 s to +10 s

7.10. Seed laser must be hermetically sealed

7.11. Seed laser power must be actively stabilized

7.12. Noble-gas-filled hollow fiber compressor, to be used with max. 2 mJ input, and >0.6 mJ output 
@7 fs pulse duration measured during installation.

7.13. Pulse duration from gas-filled hollow fiber after compression: < 7 fs, measured during installation

7.14. The offer must include the beam routing from the laser amplifier to the hollow fiber compressor, including the beam splitter to split off 2mJ of the 3 mJ laser pulses and an active 
pointing stabilization of the amplifier beam.

7.15. Requested warranty of three years on seed laser and one year on rest of system

Appendix A: Prequalification form

	Model 1
Compliance with required specification


Enclosure 6

Tenderers must confirm that Tenderers unconditionally meet the specific mandatory requirements by writing “YES” with regard to each mandatory requirement. Each mandatory requirement is marked with the letter M (Mandatory). Wishes marked with W. Tenderers which meet the mandatory requirements shall be evaluated based on the data provided.
	Nr.
	
	M/W
	Agree?

(Yes/No)
	Notice

	7.1
	Repetition rate: 1 kHz
	M
	
	

	7.2
	Pulse energy after compression: 3 mJ, measured during installation
	M
	
	

	7.3
	Central wavelength 790±10 nm, measured during installation
	M
	
	

	7.4
	Spectral bandwidth: > 50 nm FWHM, measured during installation
	M
	
	

	7.5
	Pulse duration <20 fs, measured during installation
	M
	
	

	7.6
	Pulse energy noise: < 1.5% rms over 1000 shots, measured during installation
	M
	
	

	7.7
	Main pulse to amplified spontaneous emission pre-pulse (ASE) background contrast in the picosecond range: >109 , evidence of which must be provided by manufacturer.
	M
	
	

	7.8
	Seed laser oscillator: average power > 400 mW  of which 20 %  (80 mW) is split off (to be used as synchronized probe pulse with 1 kHz pulses) and dispersion compensated for propagation through air to allow temporal overlap with amplified pump pulse. Dispersion compensation must be equivalent to the air path in the amplifier plus 4  meters.

Pulse duration of the 20 % dispersion compensated probe: <10 fs


	M
	
	

	7.9
	Two additional electronic triggers with sub-nanosecond jitter with respect to trigger for amplifier Pockels cell must be provided, giving adjustable delay from -30 s to +10 s
	M
	
	

	7.10
	Seed laser must be hermetically sealed
	M
	
	

	7.11
	Seed laser power must be actively stabilized
	M
	
	

	7.12
	Noble-gas-filled hollow fiber compressor, to be used with max. 2 mJ input, and >0.6 mJ output 
@7 fs pulse duration measured during installation.
	M
	
	

	7.13
	Pulse duration from gas-filled hollow fiber after compression: < 7 fs, measured during installation


	M
	
	

	7.14
	The offer must include the beam routing from the laser amplifier to the hollow fiber compressor, including the beam splitter to split off 2mJ of the 3 mJ laser pulses and an active pointing stabilization of the amplifier beam.


	M
	
	

	7.15
	Warranty of three years on seed laser and one year on rest of system


	M
	
	


	Model 2
Reference


Candidates must submit one or two reference project according to type, scope and complexity deemed comparable to the tender project. The project must be submitted in accordance with model 2
	The reference project must show the following competences:
- Company must be able to show that in the last 7 years, at least three laser systems having 109 contrast ratio, 1 kHz repetition rate and pulse duration < 30 fs, have been installed at different customer locations

-Company must be able to show that in the last seven years at least three hollow-fiber compressors delivering pulse durations below 7 fs have been installed at different customer locations.




Appendix B: Draft Contract

Appendix C: General Conditions of Purchase

Appendix D: Price
	It is NOT permitted to modify the layout of the Tender form stated below. Modifications other than stated below make the Tender incomparably and invalid. 




The prices and rates as stated below are fixed prices and rates. 
An incomplete Tender form can lead to disqualification of the Tender. 

Table Purchase price

	Item
	Quantity
	Description
	Each
	Total Price

	
	
	
	€
 excl. VAT
	€/
 excl. VAT

	
	
	
	
	


This quotation is valid for acceptance until


We confirm that the goods and services offered fully meet the required specifications.
Authorised Signature


Name in Capitals

Position


Company Name and Address

Company Registration No: 
Telephone: 
Mailadres:

Appendix E: Confirmation of receipt / submission 

	Confirmation of receipt: 

Tender 

no. 2015/S XX-XXXXXX for ARCNL
(to be completed by a member ARCNL)

	Name:


	

	Position:


	

	Date of receipt:


	

	Time of receipt:


	

	Signature:
	


	Confirmation of submission: 

Tender

no. 2015/S XX-XXXXXX for the ARCNL
(to be completed by a member of the Tenderer)

	Name of Tenderer:


	

	Address:


	

	City / country:
	

	Name of representative:
	

	Position:
	

	Date of submission:


	

	Time of submission:


	

	Signature:
	


Appendix F: Letter of acceptance regarding the final draft contract and General Conditions of Purchase
	Letter of acceptance regarding the final draft contract
	Tenderer declares unconditionally to accept the final draft contract drawn up by ARCNL and the General Conditions of Purchase of ARCNL

	
	

	Name of Tenderer:
	

	Name/position of signatory:
	

	Signature:


	

	Date:
	


58
Dossier number; 01052015

.

Reference: .PP


15

