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1 [bookmark: _Toc356995008][bookmark: _Toc161730384][bookmark: _Hlk160463937]Introduction
1.1 [bookmark: _Toc161730385][bookmark: _Toc356995009]Contracting authority
The contracting authority, the Foundation for Dutch Scientific Research Institutes, acts on behalf of AMOLF in this matter. 

AMOLF’s mission is to initiate and perform leading fundamental research on the physics of complex forms of matter, and to create new functional materials, in partnership with academia and industry.

AMOLF scientists are constantly searching for the fundamental relationship between the architecture and interactions of complex matter and material systems and their purpose and function. Such a 'system' can be a complex of biomolecules with properties that make life possible. It could be a nanostructure of a semiconductor with metal particles that capture light. Or a newly designed material with completely different mechanical properties than you would expect. What exactly happens on a macro, micro or nano scale and how can it be explained? AMOLF researchers cover a broad domain. However, they all use research methods from physics to understand and manipulate a system.
1.2 [bookmark: _Toc161730386]Cause for consultation
AMOLF intends to acquire a fast and sensitive 3D SR optical imaging of large volumes. In the last few years, technologies for super-resolution optical imaging have developed in two contrasting directions: towards ever higher spatial resolution, on the one hand, and towards ever greater speed and spatial range (i.e., large volumes) on the other. New strategic developments at AMOLF mean there is now increasing demand for the latter. The aim of the investment is to meet these now urgent demands for state-of-the-art fast optical imaging of large 3D volumes, at the highest light collection efficiency and with super-resolution (SR) capabilities. For this purpose, a new confocal microscope is to be acquired and installed in the laboratory of AMOLF (located in Amsterdam, The Netherlands).
1.3 [bookmark: _Toc161730387]Objectives
I	Identification of the correct tendering procedure.
To the best of AMOLF’s present knowledge only one supplier can deliver the instrument that meets all required specifications as stated in Annex 2 to this document. Amolf expects that the acquisition price of the instrument lies above the threshold value for European Tenders. Hence, if the situation of one capable supplier indeed exists an exceptional procedure can be used, which takes much less effort compared to the normally prescribed type of procedure. This market consultation is held to objectively determine if indeed one supplier only, can deliver the instrument.

II	Reducing administrative burden for tenderers.
	The possibility of using the above-mentioned exceptional procedure avoids efforts of tenderers in drawing up a Tender which, after assessment thereof by AMOLF, proofs to be inadequate. 



[bookmark: _Toc356988587][bookmark: _Toc356994358][bookmark: _Toc356994748][bookmark: _Toc356995010][bookmark: _Toc356995956][bookmark: _Toc356996104][bookmark: _Toc356996252][bookmark: _Toc357020925][bookmark: _Toc356988591][bookmark: _Toc356994362][bookmark: _Toc356994752][bookmark: _Toc356995014][bookmark: _Toc356995960][bookmark: _Toc356996108][bookmark: _Toc356996256][bookmark: _Toc357020929][bookmark: _Toc356988592][bookmark: _Toc356994363][bookmark: _Toc356994753][bookmark: _Toc356995015][bookmark: _Toc356995961][bookmark: _Toc356996109][bookmark: _Toc356996257][bookmark: _Toc357020930]


2 [bookmark: _Toc356988594][bookmark: _Toc356994365][bookmark: _Toc356994755][bookmark: _Toc356995017][bookmark: _Toc356995963][bookmark: _Toc356996111][bookmark: _Toc356996259][bookmark: _Toc357020932][bookmark: _Toc161730388]Design
2.1 [bookmark: _Toc161730389]Procedure
The procedure is as follows:
1. The consultation starts by publication of this document on TenderNed. 
2. Every interested party that believes it can contribute to the market consultation b to respond no later than the date and time as indicated in chapter three.
3. Annex 1 can be submitted via the mailbox of TenderNed to the contact person for AMOLF:  r.ruiter@NWO-I.nl. 
4. Respondents to this consultation my be invited for an interview in case AMOLF has questions. If so, interviews will be held by means of video conferencing.

All responses will be treated confidentially. 
2.2 [bookmark: _Toc356988602][bookmark: _Toc356994374][bookmark: _Toc356994764][bookmark: _Toc356995026][bookmark: _Toc356988604][bookmark: _Toc356994376][bookmark: _Toc356994766][bookmark: _Toc356995028][bookmark: _Toc356995968][bookmark: _Toc356996116][bookmark: _Toc356996264][bookmark: _Toc357020938][bookmark: _Toc161730390][bookmark: _Hlk160458389]Provisions
The following provisions apply to this market consultation: 
· This consultation is not (part of) a tendering procedure. 
· No rights can be derived from this consultation, nor participation in this consultation will lead to any breach of principles and regulations that apply to a tendering procedure that may follow this consultation.
· Participants to this consultation cannot claim costs. 
2.3 [bookmark: _Toc161730391]Informative questions
Questions concerning this document and/or annex 2 can be asked by making use of annex 1 question form and submitting this in time (see chapter 3) via the mailbox of TenderNed to the contact person on behalf of AMOLF. Questions, which AMOLF will anonymize if applicable, and answers will be published by means of an information notice on TenderNed.
2.4 [bookmark: _Toc161730392]Testing of assumption
Concerning the first objective (see 1.3) it is important to validate or discard the present assumption that only one supplier can deliver the instrument as specified in Annex 2.
Having said that, please bear in mind that AMOLF is not interested in alternative solutions like additional required components or the need for applying workarounds in operating the instrument or achieving the aimed research results. Furthermore, a restriction applies to the available budget, which is €500,000 excluding VAT, including all costs (under which delivery and installation at AMOLF’s location).
The effort we ask from you is to indicate explicitly of your product meets all of the requrements as stated in annex 2.
3 [bookmark: _Toc161730393]Planning
The planning below applies to this market consultation. 

	Activity
	Date 

	Publication of the consultation document
	March 19 2024

	Submittance of questions
	March 25 2024 17:00 hrs GWMT

	Submittance of information notice
	March 27 2024

	Submittance of annex 2, filled in
	April 3 2024     17:00 hrs GWMT

	Message with conclusion of the market consultation to resondents 
	April 5 2024



image1.png
physics of
functional complex matter




image2.png




