Bijlage 7: Participation & theme background information NL & Japan 

Expo 2025 Osaka: ‘Designing Future Society for Our Lives’.
What is the happy way of life?  This is the straight forward question Expo 2025 Osaka will ask everyone. In this digital age, technology has transformed the way we live, work and communicate profoundly and rapidly. While it offers many benefits, pressure is also mounting. Furthermore, societies worldwide are dealing with many pressing challenges affecting our physical and mental health, as well as our community, economy and our planet. 

Considering all that, how can we maintain a well-balanced life and positive outlook? And how can we use innovation to help us build a happy and inclusive society that could reach its full potential, today and in the future?

In Japan, there is a word that could set people on a journey of happy and healthy living: Ikigai. It refers to having a unique purpose for a life well lived. This age-old ideology is also perceived as the key to longevity. Other contributing elements are healthy nutrition (more plant-based diet) and maintaining a strong social network. On top of that, the Japanese government actively supports the employment and engagement of senior citizens.

Bolstering youth’s confidence in the future
Today, Japan enjoys a strong position as the third largest economy in the world. But it is also the fastest ageing country. According to World Population Review (2022), with an average of 84,67 years, Japan has one of the highest life expectancies in the world. And It is estimated that by 2040, more than a third of Japan’s population will be 65 years old and over. Japan wants to invest further in the prospects and confidence of their youth to keep thriving as a nation in the future. 

The Netherlands and Japan: over 400 years of shared history
The ties between Japan and the Netherlands date back to 1609, when the initial trade relations were established in Hirado. This shared history provides us with a solid foundation for continued collaboration in trade, investment and innovation. Especially in addressing pressing economic and societal challenges. 

Japan and the Netherlands share universal values such as freedom, democracy and the rule of law. Japan is a likeminded partner for the Netherlands in supporting human rights and the international rules-based order. We’ve exchanged knowledge and expertise in medical sciences, astronomy and botany. Japan is a very important partner in innovation.

The Japanese arts also imprinted a lasting influence on Dutch culture. From our “Delftware” to the works of Dutch artists, such as Vincent van Gogh’s Almond Blossoms and Starry Night. The Netherlands aims to strengthen this historic bond and mutual understanding between our countries, by linking up Dutch and Japanese artists, creators and researchers.

And like the Netherlands, Japan is dealing with pressing and complex challenges. How to deal with the increasing impact of climate change, rapid urbanisation, while achieving food security? How to accelerate the shift towards renewable energy resources and a fully circular economy? And finally, how to maintain affordable quality care, while boosting economic opportunities for the generations to come? Massive challenges, which no country can solve alone. 

Building a happy, healthy and inclusive society together
The 2025 World Expo in Osaka aims to bring together people and innovation that contribute to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and Japan’s national strategy Society 5.0: “a human-centred society that progresses economically and resolves social issues through a system that combines both digital and physical spaces in a sophisticated manner”. 

With the theme “Designing Future Society for Our Lives”, the Expo aims to showcase technologies and products that enhance people’s daily lives. Innovation that helps us foster cooperation at a global scale so that we can “build a society where everyone can pursue their own way of life and demonstrate their own potential to the fullest.”

The Netherlands is proud to be part of the Expo 2025 in Osaka. We recognise the urgency of achieving the SDGs for the prosperity of people and our planet. But to build a resilient world where people can lead a happy and healthy life, we need to rethink the way we live and consume. And to produce more with less. 
To achieve that, we believe in the power of partnership. Together with governments, businesses, research institutes and citizens. It’s the only way we can foster innovation that can aid our collective journey to a brighter future. 

The Netherlands: building innovations that transform lives together on common ground
From the world perspective, with more than 500 people per km2, the Netherlands could be considered as a large city in a low-lying delta. Our location and history have brought us vast knowledge and experience to create integrated solutions for various urban dilemmas. To work across sectors and borders to build a resilient future. To use creative power to boost  technological innovation. And by unleashing the power of partnership, we create groundbreaking solutions for:
1. mitigating the impact of climate change and water challenges 
2. increasing sustainable food supply through agri technology
3. building cleaner, greener and ‘happier’ cities
4. promoting healthy living and inclusivity through arts and culture and sports 
5. accelerating energy transition to renewable energy resources: (offshore) wind and solar
6. empowering youth by stimulating entrepreneurship, diversity and involvement in policymaking 

1. Dealing with climate change and water challenges
A country surrounded by water, Japan continues to find better ways to protect its people from natural disasters. A huge dilemma, which the Netherlands understands like no other. In fact, the Netherlands is one of the most vulnerable deltas in the world: low-lying and densely populated. 

Through centuries of living at the frontline between land and sea, the Netherlands is used to adapting continuously to climate and water challenges. We believe that water issues requires an integrated approach and water-sensitive design so that urban areas remain livable in the future.

Showcases: 
· The Netherlands is involved in the Rebuild by Design programme aimed at addressing the impact of Hurricane Sandy on the East Coast of the United States. 
· Following the success of Rebuild by Design, we use the same approach in the Water as Leverage programme in cities in India, Bangladesh and Indonesia. Water as Leverage won the Dutch Design Award for best commissioning in 2020. 
· Finally, by applying nature-based solutions, our Room for the River programme has also helped prevent flooding in Canada’s cities, as well as cities elsewhere.
· Experts from the Netherlands and Japan work together to strengthen resilience to climate change and flood risk in Hokkaido.  

2. Increasing sustainable food supply through agri technology for a more healthy food supply
With limited agricultural land, Japan is facing challenges to increase the supply for healthy and sustainable food. Due to further ageing in farming population, Japan is facing greater challenges to improve productivity and minimise the workload of agriculture workers. Also to encourage the new generation to join the farming industry. 

Innovation and technology could help solve this problem. The Dutch agri & food and horticulture sectors continue to innovate to maximise efficiency, supply and variety of high quality and tasty food – taking into account consumers’ wishes and the nutritional needs of society. 

Showcases:
· The Netherlands knowledge and expertise are used in Asia to increase food supply in megacities, such as Beijing and Dubai
· In Mexico, we combine the use of data and advanced technology to optimise plants’ growing power and resilience.
· We also enhance sustainability and circularity in aquaculture and livestock farming
· And to meet the increasing demand for plant-based protein.




3. Building cleaner, greener cities and ‘happier’ cities
World population is expected to reach 9 billion people by 2050, 70% of which will live in megacities. As demand for new housing and urbanisation crossing into nature’s playground, green spaces are slowly disappearing. Yet, these green spaces are vital for climate resilience, contribute to a better quality of life and take care of the well-being of our citizens. And to build greener cities, we need to cultivate greener mindsets.  Create solutions that will make people live a (more) happier life.

Japan strives to transforming its cities to change its citizens lives for the better. An ambition that the Netherlands strongly shares. Together with local and global partners, we foster innovation for sustainable and future-proof cities at home and abroad. 

Innovation that helps us lower pollution and carbon emission. Bring food production closer to the cities. Turning ‘waste’ into value-added products that benefit society – a centuries-old practice in Japan (e.g. Kintsugi). And how to revitalise historical inner cities through adaptive reuse of cultural heritage.

Following are some inspiring concepts and initiatives that enable people worldwide to live sustainably in harmony with nature by:
· Making cities more drought and flood resilient in China
· Nurturing functional green concepts and reducing heat stress
· Using nature-based solutions in Argentina
· Boosting bio-diversity in Serbian cities

And how to use smart technology, innovation and design to 
· Build affordable, comfortable and energy independent homes using smart construction principles
· Using 3D printing technology to build new residential area
· Turn waste into treasure in construction industry (Smart Cities magazine, page 39)
· Purify air while cycling around the city or 
· Illuminate cycling paths using the power of sun, art and design 

4. Promoting healthy living and inclusivity through arts and culture, and sports 
Independent surveys indicate that the Dutch are among the healthiest and happiest people on the planet.  Our healthcare sector has a strong global position. This is partly due to openness and willingness to share knowledge within our scientific community. The Dutch Life Sciences and Health sector strives to address the key global challenges facing healthy living today: ageing populations, unhealthy lifestyles, chronic diseases (diabetes), rising healthcare expenditure and costs. And recently in dealing with a global pandemic. 

Showcases: 
· Hospital of the Future that explores the potential of modularity, prefabrication, and automation in relation to the rapid changes occurring in medical science
· Creating a cure that’s specifically adapted to a patient’s body
· Increasing the accessibility to quality health care in Germany and Southeast Asia, ranging from diagnostic imaging techniques and remote maternity care, and
· A.I mammogram assessment system for early detection of breast cancer or to recognise symptoms of skin cancer using a smartphone App.

The Netherlands also strives to promote healthy living and social cohesion through art, culture and sports. 

For example:
· Use augmented reality technology to inspire people to connect with nature
· The Dutch Sport for Development programme, which promotes a world in which children and young people actively contribute to ‘vital communities’ through sport and play
· The Cruyff Foundation sports projects for children with special needs
· The Game Changer Tokyo 2020 projects, which aims to improve the integration of people with an impairment in society
· Products and technologies that aid Dutch athletes throughout the Olympic and Paralympic games
· And John Blankenstein Foundation promotes LGBTIQ+ inclusivity in Sports
· What Design Can Do seeks to accelerate the transition to a sustainable, fair and just society using the power of design.
· The Kröller-Müller Museum will be working together with Japanese partners to draw attention to mental health issue

5. Accelerating energy transition to renewable resources
Increasing energy demand as the result of population growth and modern development is one of the factors accelerating climate change. Through innovation and integrated approach, the Netherlands aims to fast track the transition to renewable energy.
· The Netherlands harness the expertise of public, private and research organisation to build offshore wind farms at home and overseas
· Unlock the potential of hydrogen for energy security and climate neutral world
· And combine the power of design and innovation in advancing electric mobility. From public transportation to the world’s first solar car: Lightyear One
· Companies from the Netherlands worked with the Japanese Ministry of Environment, Osaka City and Osaka City University to create a pilot for Aquifer Thermal Energy Storage (or ATES) in the city. ATES will also be used to cool part of the Expo 2025 site. 

6. Empowering youth by stimulating entrepreneurship, diversity and involvement in policy making
The Netherlands strives to stimulate economic opportunity for our youth. We strive to bridge the gap between education and the labour market by encouraging initiatives that enable students to combine studying with running a business. We also have a flourishing startup ecosystem, fuelled by its open culture and a strong focus on entrepreneurship and innovation for a better future. We also strive to increase diversity and getting more women in leadership positions.  

The Netherlands believes that young people need to be involved in the decision-making which will shape the future of the world they inherit, to amplify their plans for their own future. Young people are the most important stakeholders of the future. And yet, youth voices are underrepresented in policy making. 

The Netherlands is a partner of  We Are Tomorrow Global Partnership. We aim to bring together young people from all over the world for a common goal: to co-develop plans for the future they wish to see and live in. 

