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The following is to be made public on TenderNed (Section II: Object 1.4 Short description) by Gas Transport Services (GTS).

GTS is an energy infrastructure company. In the Netherlands and Northern Germany, GTS manages the infrastructure for large-scale transport, storage and conversion of gas, currently still mostly natural gas. With the energy transition, this is increasingly shifting towards green gas and hydrogen. GTS is also working on the construction and management of heat and CO2 networks.

GTS’s duty is to provide safe, reliable, affordable and sustainable energy infrastructure services, making energy available to everyone at all times. Safety, reliability, sustainability and cost awareness are paramount. 

The GTS network is one of the largest high-pressure gas transport networks in Europe and consists of more than 15,000 km of pipelines, 1,000 gas receiving stations and dozens of installations in the Netherlands and Northern Germany. GTS’s infrastructure is part of the ‘gas roundabout’ of Europe. This network allows the gas to be traded and transported easily. The annual throughput of gas is approximately 100 billion cubic meters. 

For this transport services GTS has the availability over its multiple Nitrogen blending stations geographically spread in the Netherlands. For the use of these nitrogen facilities gaseous nitrogen is needed. The contract for the nitrogen delivery at GTS’s facility at MS Pernis is about to expire. GTS has envisaged a continuing demand for nitrogen for the next five years at the Pernis facility. The gaseous nitrogen is currently delivered by Air Products via an existing pipeline to GTS’s facility at Pernis with a capacity up to 60.000 m3/h. Therefore, GTS intends to award Air Products the assignment to deliver up to a capacity of 60.000 m3/hour gaseous nitrogen from Air Products Botlek-Rotterdam location for a period of 5 years with a possible extension of another 5 years. GTS is making use of a negotiated procedure without a prior call for competition in accordance with art 3.36, lid c, sub 2 Aanbestedingwet (Aw) “mededinging om technische redenen ontbreekt”.

GTS is of the opinion that there is no reasonable alternative supplier for the delivery of this nitrogen. The deliverance of the needed capacity up to 60.000 m3/h at MS Pernis would require the construction of a underground pipeline of a different facility then the current supplier to GTS’ facility and (possible) modification(s) to GTS’s facility. The investments needed to realise the required pipeline construction and the (possible) facility modification(s) are envisaged as an economically non-viable investment for another supplier which also would lead to a cost-increase which calculated in the tariffs, could not generate a competitive offer. As such GTS invokes the aforementioned procedure.

If your organisation has objections against this intend to award, your organisation should make these objections know within a period of 20 calendar days by serving Gasunie with a summons for preliminary relief proceedings at the competent preliminary injunctions court. We also ask you to inform the Gasunie contact person for this tender about the lodging of the summary legal proceedings by your organisation. The period of 20 calendar days commences on the day after the date on which this decision was sent. This period counts as a fatal term, which means that if your organisation initiates legal proceedings, in relation to this decision, after these 20 calendar days have expired, Gasunie will take the position that your organisation's claims are inadmissible.


M.R. Hansen
E: M.R.Hansen@gasunie.nl
I: www.gasunie.nl
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