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1. Background information regarding the application

The Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam (VU) is a large innovative university which actively contributes to developments in education and research.  For more information about the VU, see https://www.vu.nl/en
ACTA is the partnership of the faculties of dentistry of the University of Amsterdam and the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam. The Foundation for Special Dentistry and the Oral Health Education at InHolland University of Applied Sciences also use the building. Every day 300 patients are treated here, there are more than 900 students and more than 500 employees.
The purpose of this market consultation is to find potential suppliers of sequencing microbiome samples.  Candidates are invited to respond on the basis of the information provided in this document regarding functional specifications, delivery, service provision and other conditions.
If, after requesting the information, you decide not to respond further, we kindly request you to notify us.
To be clear: this is NOT a quote request.

2. [bookmark: _Toc97280841]Required specifications of the services 
[bookmark: _Toc97280842]2.1 General description
“METAHEALTH: health in a microbial, sociocultural and care context in the first 1000 days of life” is a broad and interdisciplinary NWA-ORC project financed by the Dutch research Council (NWO) together with several co-financing partners, and is led by the Academic Centre for Dentistry (ACTA) as part of Vrije Universiteit (VU) Amsterdam and University of Amsterdam (UvA). 
Within METAHEALTH we 1) will acquire knowledge on the interplay between lifestyle, environment and microbiota during the first 1000 days of life; 2) will learn how to provide care that fits the needs and the complex daily reality of the children and their families; and 3) based on this knowledge we will co-create effective interventions for the prevention of overweight and tooth decay. 
There is increasing evidence that pregnancy and the first years of life, generally termed as the first 1000 days, are of utmost importance for the health throughout the lifespan of the individual. The human microbiome is acquired and developed in the first years of life and is therefore thought to be one of the critical factors. Within METAHEALTH, we will assess the role of oral and fecal microbiome obtained from mothers during pregnancy and after birth, as well as microbiome of breast milk and microbiome of the infants from birth until the age of 3 from two birth cohorts. Currently, the multiple types of samples are being collected and stored in dedicated biobanks. Within this project, the quality of sample processing for the metagenomic shotgun sequencing is very critical, since the samples are highly heterogeneous, and low in microbial biomass but high in human DNA content. 


[bookmark: _Toc97280843]2.2 The services should include the following features:

IMPORTANT: Please only select yes when your institute qualifies to all the statements.
1. Expertise:
· Can you demonstrate with scientific references/research reports that you have expertise and success in handling tongue swabs, dental plaque, breast milk or similar low microbial biomass and high human DNA samples for shotgun metagenomics analysis?  	YES	NO
· Availability of technical support throughout the project and during the entire METAHEALTH tenure 2023-2030: 	YES	NO
· Whenever required, scientific staff is able to provide technical assistance for smooth project management within a day: 	YES	NO
· Dedicated scientific staff is associated with handling the METAHEALTH project: 	YES	NO
1. Handling of data & samples:
· Can you provide documented evidence for ability to handle at least 4000 low biomass samples at max 6 weeks turnaround time for metagenomic shotgun sequencing? 	YES	NO
· Are you able to assure the same protocols between batches for the timespan of the project?	YES	NO	 
· Are you able to provide the client after every step of the project management, with an update on the quality control results and the possibility for a ‘Go/NO-Go’ moment in order to not incur additional costs on samples of low quality yield? 	YES	NO 
· Are you able to offer guaranteed data backup solutions through the tender tenure? 	YES	NO 
· Are you able to provide to the client access to both raw and preprocessed data files. via secured online order portal? 	YES	NO
· Are you able to use Illumina platform for sequencing?	YES	NO
2.3 Other features
1. Quality:
· Are you able to provide ISO 270001 and GDPR or similar certificates. Compliance alone is not sufficient? 	YES	NO
· Are you able to provide evidence for ISO 17025 accreditation (or similar)? 	YES	NO
· Can you  guarantee that samples and data will not leave Dutch ground throughout the entire process?	YES	NO



[bookmark: _Toc97280846]2.4 Delivery
Provision of the service must take place within the European Economic Community.
[bookmark: _Toc97280847]2.5 Price
The purchase price includes all costs, such as shipping & handling, guarantees, training and documentation, and any additional costs for travel, accommodation, training etc.
[bookmark: _Toc97280848]3. Procedure and timeline of the market consultation
During the market consultation, all communication with regard to this subject is conducted via the purchasing management department of the VU University. Contact details, see below:
	Name:
	Purchasing Management Department
Dhr. Tarik Ouchan

	Faculty / Department
:
	Finance Department


	Address:
	Van der Boechorststraat 1
1083 BT Amsterdam


	E-Mail:
	aanbestedingen.fpc@vu.nl


	Citing
	[bookmark: _Hlk129679543]Market Consultation:  METAHEALTH (Sequencing microbiome samples)




Timetable Market Consultation:
	Description

	Deadline

	Publication on www.tenderned.nl
	24-03-2023

	Publication Memorandum of Information
	07-04-2023

	Deadline for questions
	05-04-2023, 11:00 a.m.

	Last moment to submit answers
	14-04-2023, 11:00 a.m.

	Sending summary to participants and closing the market consultation process
	21-04-2023



You are requested to respond to this market consultation no later than 11:00 am on 14-04-2023. Responses received after this period will no longer be considered.
The VU would like to give you the opportunity to ask any questions you may have about this market consultation.
You can do this by e-mail until  05-04-2023, 11:00 a.m. at the latest. You should send your application and questions by e-mail to aanbestedingen.fpc@vu.nl  for the attention of the Purchasing Management department.
When submitting your response, please include " METAHEALTH (Sequencing microbiome samples)” in the subject line.
Answers to the questions will be published on Tenderned by means of an information memorandum by 07-04-2023 at the latest.
The VU will keep the option open to invite parties, in response to the submitted responses, to provide additional explanations to your answers orally and/or by means of a presentation. The VU will contact these parties and schedule a meeting in consultation.
The results of the market consultation can be used as input for any tender to be followed. After the market consultation has ended, written feedback of the market consultation is provided to all respondents in the form of a summary of the answers, taking into account any commercial interests of the parties. This feedback does not affect the obligation of the market consultation. Prices and/or rates are excluded from publication.
Candidates who have participated in this market consultation and who have answered the questions will receive the summary by e-mail, no later than date.
This summary will also be published as an appendix to any tender to be followed.
4. Other terms and conditions
In addition to the terms and conditions stated elsewhere in this document, this market consultation is subject to the following terms and conditions:
• Parties cannot derive any (mutual) obligations or rights towards the VU from this market consultation;
• Participation in this market consultation does not guarantee a role as supplier;
• Any costs for participating in this market consultation will not be reimbursed by the VU;
• The official language during this market consultation is in principle English;
• the VU is in no way bound by the results of the market consultation or obliged to realize and/or tender for the subject to which the market consultation relates;
• Claims about the use of information, confidentiality or requests for compensation in connection therewith will not be honored;
• The VU reserves the right to suspend this market consultation temporarily or permanently.
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