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SBIR Questions:

from the agricultural sector,
does that fit in this SBIR call?

Questions: Answers:

1. What is the exact reason for The selected countries are important countries for
choosing these specific programmes of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and in
countries? each of the 10 countries an embassy of the Netherlands

is active However, in the phase of expression of
interests, they are not yet involved.

2. Do agricultural innovations fit Not necessarily, but if it concerns for example the use of
in Theme 2? agricultural waste streams and contributes to one of the

themes, it might fit.

3. Applying local residual flows Yes, this might fit if you can indicate that the /

innovation can be applied in one of the three themes:
built environment, public space of hospitals and health
centres.

mandatory to make the
products from local materials?

4. Can we also add collection and | Your project idea should fit the scope of one of the 3
sorting of waste to the themes and you should emphasize the possible impact
proposal? of your innovation. If adding collection and sorting of

waste contributes to the goal of our call, feel free to
include this to explain your business case. Or if it
increases the possibilities of scaling up in the future you
can include this as well.

5. Concerning theme 3: is it We aim for innovations made by local materials. You are

expected to (re-)use local materials for at least the
major part of your innovation.

6. And would developing a
medical product from local
waste residues suffice as well?

Yes, medical products from waste residues do fit theme
3. Note: we are not looking for medicines from local
materials, these are excluded from this call.

7. I see some potential overlap as
well between theme 1 and 2,
how those applications would
be handled?

This is not a problem and we are aware of this, so feel
free to indicate that your innovation fits more than one
theme. There is no double funding if your project covers
2 themes!

8. I understand the need for a
business case for a local
entrepreneur. How do you
envisage this local company's
relation with the Dutch
innovator and its innovation? in
terms of IP, formal relationship,
revenue share etc.

At SBIR we don't prescribe your way of collaborating as
long as you can demonstrate local impact and
(economic) sustainability. The latter implies that you
need to involve an entrepreneur who has a stake in a
successful business case. We do assess the feasibility of
your business case and your project should be in line
with the scope of this call. It’s up to you how to do this,
so feel free to partner up with anyone in a way that
suits your business in order to achieve our goal.
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9. Is there a wish from RVO that More than welcome! Not a requirement though.
we cooperate with Orange
Corners?

10. | What are Orange Corners The Orange Corners are local incubators who have local

networks. The Orange Corners are funded by the
Netherlands Enterprise Agency at the request of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. They work closely together
with the Dutch embassies and local partners in each
programme country. In 8 countries of this call there are
Orange Corner activities.

The experience in other SBIR calls is that the networks
of OCs can be helpful to find partners in the local
ecosystem.

More information https;//www.orangecorners.com, for
contacts check through sbir@rvo.nl.

11. | Do I need to write the proposal | Preferably English. All additional info can be found on
in English or Dutch? https://www.rvo.nl/subsidie-en-

financieringswijzer/sbir/sbir-oproep-ontwerp-innovaties-
van-lokale-materialen-voor-de-bouw-publieke-ruimte-en

12. | I would like to share the call Yes, the page on RVO.nl is in Dutch, but the call is
with our partners. The info mostly in English, except for the procedural part.
page on RVO is only in Dutch,
so it seems?

13. | Is there a format/form for the This information can be found on:
proposal for stage 1? https://mijn.rvo.nl/sbir-innovatie-in-opdracht

14. | Is there any limit of project No there is no limit. Keep in mind that you need enough
applications per team? or could | resources (capacity and finances) to handle more
we apply to more than one projects at the same time.
theme with different projects in
parallel?

15. | Where can I find the call on https://www.tenderned.nl/tenderned-

TenderNed? tap/aankondigingen/249652

16. | With the online expression of The expression of interest form does not allow you to
interest form you cannot add add files.
files. I understand submission
for phase 1 is also an online For phase 1, you can add files and must at least add
form. Does that allow to add your project plan (according to the format provided).
files?

17. | Do you need eHerkenning to No
send in a bid for phase 1?

18. | How do new energy products We are not looking for just bio oil itself, you have to
like bio-pyrolysis oil for make clear how you see the broader idea of local impact
cookstoves fit in? than just innovating on the oil, because fuel would not

fit within any of the themes.

If you for example decide to develop the oil locally
and/or (re-)use local materials and/or involve the local
community/environment, it could fit the SBIR scope.
Also, it should be scalable and eventually integrated
locally.

19. | In the scope of theme 1 and 2 It is optional to take the integrated water and energy

integrated water and energy
supply and storage systems are
specifically mentioned in the

supply and storage into account.
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description. Is this optional or a
condition?

20. | May medical products have to The target country has legislation for the import,
comply with the 1ISO13485 production and application of medical devices. Any
standards, which makes it very | innovation should comply with this. If you submit a bid
expensive and complex to for phase 1, and you are not sure yet if your innovation
introduce innovations in Africa. | meets the required standards for your market, please
Are there ways to develop describe how you want to research the standards.
medical devices
without/postphoned ISO
standards?

21. | What is considered a new Projects are considered innovative if the project needs
innovation in the target R&D work to become a successful market-ready
country? product/service in the chosen country. In the call it is

described as the following:

“The innovation can be a design or product and is new
to the target country. This also includes making existing
design and products in another country suitable for the
target country in an innovative way. Obviously, this still
requires R&D and there is a reasonable chance that it is
not technically or economically feasible.”

If a project can be copy-pasted to another country, this
is not innovative.

22. | Does the innovation have to be | An innovation can be further than just the start, TRL1
in stadium 0 (TRL1) or can de for SBIR. However, it is important that there is still R&D
innovation be further developed | necessary to realise your innovation. In the call it is
to fit within the SBIR? described as the following:

“The innovation can be a design or product and is new
to the target country. This also includes making existing
design and products in another country suitable for the
target country in an innovative way. Obviously, this still
requires R&D and there is a reasonable chance that it is
not technically or economically feasible.”

23. | What kind of proof do you want | For the expression of interest, we do not need prove as
to see for the market potential? | yet. But for the next phase we need information like any
Launching customers or just a business plan: you need to show that people are willing
pre-existing supply gap? Or to pay for your innovation and it can be transformed
other evidence? into a viable business model.

24. | Is it possible that we support a | In general for us, it is the impact of your project locally
local based organization with a | that matters. For us it doesn’t matter how you decide to
new/innovative collaborate, as long it can be transformed into a viable
product/solution including a business model that contributes to one the themes and
business model, without is sustainable in the long term.
making it a business model for
the Dutch partner?

25. | Are there any requirements for | There are no specific requirements. For the Eol we

the cooperation with the local
partner? E.g. local partner’s
available knowledge, staff,
financial strength, previous
innovation steps, etc.?

would like to know if you already have partners. If you
do not have any local partners yet, we would like to
know how you are going to find them in phase 1.
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In a bid for phase 2, it’s up to you to convince the
committee that the consortium is capable of pulling the
innovation off and eventually turn it in viable business.

26. | Is it allowed to explore one No. The project should focus on one specific country.
idea in more than one of the
selected countries? It could be a scaling strategy to eventually implement

your innovation in other countries after your project is
finished within the SBIR.

27. | WBSO, can it als be used? Yes, the WBSO tax incentive can be used in parallel.

28. | What was the most successful Protix, company in Bergen op Zoom. It was a small
SBIR project so far and what scale insect farm, starting up, now they are active
made it so successful. Was it worldwide.
success by design of sheer
luck?

29. | Is it possible for the feasibility Yes, definitely. Anything that can speed up your
phase to include action-based innovation process is funded and supports your findings
research (including prototyping | during the feasibility phase.
on the ground?)

30. | How many people should the We don’t have specific requirements for this topic as
Dutch applicant have on the long as you are able to present a suitable idea at this
payroll, track record? stage. As stated before, the partners should be capable

of achieving the desired objectives and convince us of
this.

31. | Is the call limited to small No, SBIR is open for all businesses registered in the EU.
businesses for the Netherlands?

32. | Are the information sessions No, they are not. If you have any questions left, please

recorded?

contact us by email: SBIR@rvo.nl or the contact form:
https://www.rvo.nl/contactformulier-sbir-oproep-
ontwerp-innovaties-van-lokale-materialen-voor-de-
bouw-publieke-ruimte-wssl




